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The Geopolitics of Media Discourse: Representations of the Conflict in the Strait of
Hormuz Amidst the 2026 Crisis

Abstract: This study examines the mechanisms of international media discourse regarding
the Strait of Hormuz during the 2026 crisis. It aims to reveal how this vital waterway has
transitioned from a geographical maritime passage to a tool for strategic deterrence and crisis
management through narrative warfare. Utilizing a geopolitical analytical approach,the research
explores the intersection of geography and soft power, focusing on the representations of conflict
in the discourses of the US,Iran,and regional actors. The study concludes that media is no longer
a mere observer but a primary architect of geopolitical reality,where the propaganda of risk is
deployed to influence global energy markets and impose new political equations.

Keywords: Geopolitics of Discourse,Strait of Hormuz,Energy Security,Media
Deterrence,Narrative Warfare.
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