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Abstract:This research examines the history of the Arab presence in East Africa,
analyzing the paths through which this presence transformed from a maritime commercial activity
into a comprehensive civilizational process that produced the Swabhili identity. The study aims to
investigate the early archaeological roots of the Arab presence (830 AD) and study the Omani and
Ottoman roles in protecting the geographical domain against Portuguese threats in the 16th
century, leading to the peak of political and economic expansion during the Omani era in the 19th
century. The research adopts an analytical historical method that links material evidence with
academic literature, ultimately deconstructing European colonial strategies in erasing the Arab
administrative legacy and creating a crisis of historical representation that persists in
contemporary national state structures.

Keywords: Arab Presence, Swahili Civilization, Ottoman Sovereignty, Zanzibar,
European Colonialism, Habes Eyaleti.
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