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Abstract: This research critically examines the phenomenon of al-wahm (error/illusion)
in the narrations of Imam Malik ibn Anas, the great scholar of Medina, and his companions. This
constitutes one of the most subtle hidden defects ( i/al) in Hadith, detectable only by master critics.
The study addresses a central problem: How can such errors occur in the narrations of a highly
precise Imam like Malik or his reliable companions? And how did the leading critic, al-Daraqutni,
manage to uncover these errors through his unique critical methodology in his book, Kitab al-
1lal? To address this, the research adopts a critical, inductive-analytical methodology. It surveys
specific examples from Kitab al-‘llal where al-Daraqutni explicitly identifies an error in the
narrations of Malik or his companions. The study includes a foundational theoretical section that
discusses the science of 7lal, the concept and causes of al-wahm, the esteemed status of both
Imam Malik and al-Daraqutni, and the latter's methodology. The applied section is dedicated to a
detailed analysis of selected models representing different types of errors (in the isndd, in
attributing a narration as marfii ‘ vs. mawgqiif, and in the matn). Each narration is sourced (takhrij),
its chains are studied, narrators are compared, and the evidence (gara’in) used by al-Daraqutni
and other critics for preferring one version over another is elucidated. The study concludes with
significant findings, most notably that a/-wahm can indeed occur even from the most reliable and
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proficient narrators, including great Imams. This fact does not detract from their overall status but
rather highlights the meticulous precision and rigor of the Hadith critique discipline. The research
also showcases the genius of al-Daraqutnt's critical method, which is based on comprehensive
gathering of all transmission routes, meticulous comparison, and reliance on multiple forms of
evidence. The study recommends the revival of applied studies in 7/m al- ilal and leveraging al-
Daraqutni's methodology in contemporary textual analysis.

Keywords: Hadith Defects ( Ilal), Error (al-Wahm), Imam Malik, al-Daraqutni, Kitab al-
‘Ilal, Hadith Criticism, Tarjih (Preponderance).
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