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Abstract: This study addressed the system of military fortifications in the Islamic Maghreb during the medieval period,
aiming to highlight their types, architectural characteristics, and defensive and strategic roles. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical methodology, interpreting primary historical and geographical sources and comparing them with modern academic
research. It began by defining fundamental concepts of military fortifications such as walls and forts, then delved into the study
of "Ribats" as a unique defensive architectural model, with a special focus on maritime Ribats and their pivotal role in protecting
the coasts from external attacks. The research included an analysis of practical models from several prominent coastal and inland
cities like Sousse, Monastir, Sfax, and Tahert, examining their construction materials and their defensive, social, and religious
functions. The study concluded by emphasizing the strategic importance of these installations not only as military structures but
also as civilizational elements that reflected the power of successive states like the Aghlabids and Rustamids, and contributed to

shaping the region's urban and defensive fabric.

Keywords:
Military Fortifications, Forts, Ribats, The Islamic Maghreb, The Medieval Period, Defensive Architecture, Sousse, Monastir,
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