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Title: From the South China Sea to the South Pacific: An Analysis of China’s
Maritime Expansion Strategy and U.S. Responses under Great Power Competition

Abstract This study aims to analyze the geostrategic dimensions of China's maritime
expansion in the Pacific Ocean and to examine the nature of American responses within the
context of the intensifying competition between the two powers. Proceeding from the hypothesis
that China's maritime ambitions extend beyond mere control of its "near seas," this paper argues
that Beijing is pursuing a systematic, multi-stage strategy that begins with consolidating its
dominance in the South China Sea and extends eastward into the South Pacific islands. The study
employs a policy analysis methodology, examining official strategic documents, analyzing
military and diplomatic maneuvers, and drawing upon robust academic literature in the field. The
findings indicate that China's strategy follows an integrated path, starting with the development
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of a pivotal military base on Hainan Island, followed by the imposition of de facto control over
the South China Sea through the militarization of artificial islands, and finally, the use of economic
and diplomatic tools to secure potential logistical and military footholds in the South Pacific island
nations. In response, U.S. policy demonstrates a shift from engagement to strategic containment,
manifested through the strengthening of existing alliances (with the Philippines and Australia),
the formation of new security arrangements (such as AUKUS), the intensification of Freedom of
Navigation Operations (FONOPs), and the deployment of counter-economic instruments. The
study concludes that the Pacific Ocean has transformed into a primary theater for a new "Great
Game," and the trajectory of this competition will reshape the regional security order for decades
to come.

Keywords: US-China Competition, Maritime Strategy, South China Sea, Pacific Islands,
Containment Policy, Balance of Power, AUKUS.
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