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Abstract: This study examines the biography and reformist works of the Ottoman
governor (Wali), Osman Nuri Pasha, who is considered one of the most prominent governors
in the history of the Hejaz during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II. The study highlights
his military career and progression through various posts, culminating in his two tenures as
the Wali of Hejaz, where he left a significant impact across multiple domains. The research
focuses on the comprehensive reforms led by the Pasha, which aimed to consolidate central
Ottoman authority and modernize the province. These reforms included security measures,
where he succeeded in securing pilgrimage routes and quelling tribal rebellions by
establishing military barracks and police posts. Administratively, he worked to curtail the
influence of the Sharifs of Mecca, a policy that climaxed with the deposition of Sharif Abdul
Muttalib, enabling him to govern the Hejaz directly. Furthermore, the study reviews his
ambitious urban and civilizational projects, such as extending the telegraph line to Mecca,
repairing water canals, establishing schools and hospitals, and proposing the construction of a
railway line connecting Jeddah to Mecca and other cities in the Hejaz. The study concludes
that Osman Nuri Pasha was a pivotal figure whose determination and reformist vision
transformed the Hejaz from a state of disarray into an organized administration, leaving a
lasting architectural and administrative legacy that significantly contributed to the region's
development.

Keywords: Osman Nuri Pasha, Hejaz, Ottoman Empire, Governors of Hejaz, Sultan
Abdul Hamid II, Ottoman Reforms, Hajj Security, Sharifs of Mecca, History of Jeddah,
Ottoman Architecture.
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