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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the geopolitical, economic, and strategic dimensions
of the rivalry between Turkey and Israel over natural gas resources in the Eastern Mediterranean
from 2011 to 2023. It seeks to understand how massive offshore gas discoveries reshaped their
relationship, transforming it from a strained strategic partnership into a complex rivalry for
regional influence and energy dominance. The study adopts a qualitative methodology, employing
content analysis of official government data, policy documents, academic articles, and
international think tank reports. The study is theoretically framed by Neorealism, which explains
state behavior as the rational pursuit of maximizing power and security in an anarchic international
system.The findings indicate that the Turkish-Israeli rivalry is driven by three primary factors: 1)
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their competing ambitions to become the regional energy hub for exporting gas to Europe; 2)
conflicting legal and political positions on maritime boundaries, particularly concerning the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of Cyprus; and 3) the formation of opposing regional alliances.
Israel successfully forged a multilateral bloc through the Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum
(EMGF), effectively isolating Turkey. In response, Turkey adopted a policy of assertive
unilateralism, embodied in its 'Blue Homeland' (Mavi Vatan) doctrine and a strategic maritime
agreement with Libya, aimed at breaking the Israeli-led coalition.The rivalry over Eastern
Mediterranean gas is not merely an economic dispute but a central component of a broader
struggle for regional hegemony. This competition has created a new, energy-driven geopolitical
fault line and redefined alliances in the Middle East. While the probability of direct military
conflict remains low due to mutual deterrence and international pressure, the region is
characterized by sustained 'gray-zone' competition, involving naval power projection and
diplomatic maneuvers, which will continue to shape the strategic landscape for the foreseeable
future.

Keywords: Eastern Mediterranean, Natural Gas, Geopolitics, Turkish-Israeli Relations,
Energy Security, Blue Homeland (Mavi Vatan), EastMed Pipeline, Eastern Mediterranean Gas
Forum (EMGF).
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