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Abstract : This study examines the pivotal cultural role of Timbuktu in the Western Sudan
region from the 11th to the 16th century CE. It aims to trace the city's origins, explore its role
in the flourishing of the intellectual movement, and highlight its most prominent academic
institutes and scholars’ contributions. Employing a descriptive-analytical historical
methodology, the research primarily draws upon documented Arabic and African sources,
supplemented by specialized references and academic theses. The study concludes that
Timbuktu, founded in the late 11th century by Tuareg tribes with a distinct Islamic character
from its inception, evolved into a cultural beacon. This transformation was largely driven by
its rulers' encouragement of scholars, which fostered a generation of distinguished
intellectuals who profoundly enriched the intellectual life not only within the city but across
the entire Western Sudan region, playing a significant role in disseminating Islamic
knowledge and enriching the region's intellectual heritage.

Keywords: Timbuktu, Cultural History, Western Sudan, Islamic Civilization, Sankore
University, African Scholars.
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