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The Problematic of the Binary Division of Nigerian Arabic Literary Works

Abstract : This article critically examines the problematic binary division of Nigerian
Arabic literature into poetry and prose. The study argues that this inherited classification
inaccurately subsumes narrative (Sard) under the category of prose, thereby marginalizingitas an
independent literary genre. Drawing on modern literary theory, which recognizes narrative as a
distinct genre with its own unique structure and techniques, the paper highlights the inadequacy
of the traditional binary model to accommodate the full spectrum of contemporary literary
production. Consequently, the research proposes a tripartite classification—Poetry, Prose, and
Narrative—as a more accurate and comprehensive methodological framework. Adopting this
model would not only align the study of Nigerian Arabic literature with global generic studies but

also foster new critical approaches to its works.
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