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Availability of Eco-friendly Tourism Practices in Saudi Resorts and their Alignment with Vision
2030: A Field Study

Abstract: This study aimed to measure the availability and implementation of eco-friendly tourism
practices in five-star resorts in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to assess the alignment of this
implementation with the ambitious targets of Vision 2030 and the Saudi Green Initiative. The
study employed a descriptive-analytical methodology, using a questionnaire directed to a
purposive sample of (45) managers in the targeted resorts. The questionnaire covered five main
dimensions of environmental practices: energy management, water management, waste
management, sustainable procurement and supply chain, and community and environmental
engagement. The findings revealed that the overall average for the implementation of
environmental practices was (3.65 out of 5), indicating a good but incomplete level of application.
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One-Way ANOVA test confirmed the existence of statistically significant differences (Sig. =
0.000) among the mean scores of the five dimensions. The Scheffe post-hoc test further clarified
that the Energy Management dimension (mean = 4.21) was significantly higher than all other
dimensions, driven by practices with direct financial returns. Water Management (3.78) and Waste
Management (3.55) showed a moderate level of implementation. The weakest performance was
observed in Sustainable Procurement (3.12) and Community & Environmental Engagement
(2.95), reflecting a significant gap between current practices and the circular economy and
inclusive local development requirements advocated by Vision 2030. The study concludes that the
adoption of environmental practices in Saudi resorts is primarily driven by operational efficiency
and cost-reduction considerations, with an urgent need for incentive policies to promote more
complex and costly practices. The study recommends designing targeted support programs,
developing national green certification standards, and ensuring the growth of the tourism sector
aligns with the Kingdom's comprehensive environmental goals.

Keywords: Sustainable Tourism, Eco-friendly Resorts, Vision 2030, Green Economy, Energy
Management, Water Management, Waste Management, Saudi Arabia.
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