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Abstract: This study examines the historical and political circumstances that led to the
establishment of the Aghlabid Emirate in Ifrigiya (184-296 AH / 800-909 AD), recognized as one
of the most prominent semi-independent states that broke away from the Abbasid Caliphate. The
research demonstrates that the emirate's founding was not the result of a direct rebellion, but rather
a pragmatic political solution to the persistent chaos in the region, caused by Berber revolts and
military mutinies. The study highlights the pivotal role of its founder, Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab, who
leveraged his military expertise and political acumen to forge a unique agreement with Caliph
Harun al-Rashid. Under this arrangement, he pledged to secure the province and remit an annual
surplus to Baghdad in exchange for autonomous and hereditary rule. The study also analyzes the
nature of the Aghlabid system of governance, which combined characteristics of an "emirate by
authorization” (imarat al-istikfa), through nominal allegiance to the Abbasids, with those of an
"emirate by seizure"” (imarat al-istila), through de facto independence in managing internal affairs,
the judiciary, the army, and finances. This paved the way for a dynasty that lasted over a century,
leaving a distinct civilizational and military legacy in the history of the Islamic Maghreb and the
Mediterranean basin before its eventual fall to the Fatimid Caliphate.

(Keywords): Aghlabid Emirate, Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab, Abbasid Caliphate, History of the
Islamic Maghreb, Ifrigiya, System of Governance, Imarat al-Istikfa, Imarat al-Istila.
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