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Ibn al-Qaisrani's life and poetry

Abstract: This comprehensive study provides an in-depth analysis of the poet
Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Nasr al-Qaysarani, aiming to define his upbringing,
primary poetic themes, and his structural methodology in composing the gasida (ode)
through an inductive and analytical approach. The research reveals that while al-
Qaysarani addressed most traditional poetic themes, his work was predominantly
focused on praise (madih) and jihad, with Nur al-Din Zangi being his most celebrated
patron, and his war imagery, while reminiscent of Abu Tammam and al-Mutanabbi,
retained a distinct personal style. He innovated within love poetry (ghazal), infusing it
with new meanings drawn from the spirit of his age—the Crusades era—captivated by
the beauty of Christian and Frankish women, thus making his poetry a veritable mirror of
the socio-religious life of the time. Structurally, al-Qaysarani followed the classical
gasida form, carefully crafting diverse introductions during peacetime—including the
amatory prelude (ghazaliyya), the ruin-lament (talaliyya), and themes of specters, gray
hair, and wine—while in wartime, he moved directly to his main subject. He
demonstrated mastery of "hasan al-takhallus™ (skillful transition) from the prelude to the
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poem's core purpose, and his conclusions (khawatim) were varied, ranging from pride in
his own poetry to prayers for his patron and incitement to continue jihad. This structural
diversity was mirrored in his metrical choices, as he did not confine himself to a single
meter, with al-Kamil and al-Tawil being the most frequent, and he showed a strong
propensity for elaborate rhetorical embellishments (badi').

Keywords: Ibn al-Qaysarani, Talaliyya Introduction, Poetic Conclusions, Hasan
al-Takhallus (Skillful Transition).
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