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Abstract :The significance of this study lies in its endeavor to uncover the
profound impact of Islamic culture in shaping the civilizational identity of

East African societies, with Zanzibar as a central model for cultural, religious,
and linguistic interaction. The problem of the research comes from the
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scarcity of studies that have comprehensively  addressed this impact,
especially with regard to the linguistic structure, social, and cultural identity
in the absence of accurate scientificdocumentation of the overlap; between
Arabic and Swahili. The study aims to trace the historical roots of Islamic
presence in Zanzibar, analyze its reflections in educational and social
systems, and examine the phenomenon of lexical borrowing from Arabic. It
also highlights the role of Islam in establishing a value-based social system,
reflected in family organization, the empowerment of women, and child
upbringing, as preserved in Zanzibari heritage—such as the study Malezi Ya
Watoto Enzi Za Wazanzibari Wa Kale Amulti methodological approach was
adopted, combining historical and descriptive-analytical methods with
sociolinguistic and structural linguistics, to analyze Swahili vocabulary of
Arabic origin and its semantic adaptation within educational and religious
contexts. The findings indicate that Islamic culture was not an external or
transient element but deeply contributed to shaping Zanzibari identity through
language, religion, and values. The study recommends expanding cultural-
linguistic research that connects language with society and history to fill
existing gaps in the literature. Previous studies have addressed the religious,
educational, and social aspects of Islam in East Africa; however, linguistic
treatment remains limited, which this study seeks to address through an
interdisciplinary lens.

Keywords: Culture ,Islam , Africa ,Zanzibar , Swahili and Arabic Languages
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