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Abstract: This research traces the trajectory of "meaning" and its dialectical
relationship with literary criticism and philosophy, beginning with humanity's eternal obsession
with finding purpose. This quest first manifested in myth, then crystallized in philosophy, from
which criticism was born. The study examines the major transformations in the concept of
meaning across intellectual eras: with Modernism, a trend towards objectivity and rationality
prevailed, linking meaning to the text's external contexts (social and psychological).
Structuralism then introduced a radical break, declaring the "death of the author" and confining
meaning within the closed linguistic structure of the text. Finally, with Post-modern
philosophies, meaning exploded into a multiplicity of interpretations, reinstating the reader’s
role, yet simultaneously creating a crisis of “excess meaning" that led to a new form of its loss
and superficiality.

Keywords Philosophy of Meaning, Literary Criticism, Modernism, Structuralism, Post-
modernism, The Death of the Author, Interpretation, Crisis of Meaning, Criticism and
Philosophy.
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