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Abstract:This study aimed to provide an in-depth philosophical analysis of the theory of
knowledge (epistemology) of Sheikh al-Ra'is Abt Ali al-Husayn ibn Abd Allah ibn Sina
(Avicenna), exploring his vision of the sources of human knowledge, its degrees, its relationship
to his theory of the soul and the Active Intellect, and the ultimate goal of knowledge in his
philosophical system. The study adopted an analytical-interpretive method based on reading and
interpreting Ibn Sina's primary texts relevant to epistemology (especially from Kitab al-Shifa’,
Kitab al-Najat, and al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat), supported by specialized secondary academic
studies. Key concepts such as sensory perception, imagination, estimation (wahm), the intellect in
its various states (material, habitual, actual, acquired), the role of intuition (%ads), and the concept
of the Active Intellect as the giver of forms and intelligibles were analyzed. The study concluded
that Ibn Sina presents an integrated and hierarchical theory of knowledge, starting from the senses
as a primary source of information, ascending through the internal faculties of the soul to the
intellect which performs abstraction, culminating in conjunction (ittisal) with the Active Intellect
as the source of certain knowledge and universal concepts, achieved either through logical
demonstration or direct intuition. The study also highlighted that the goal of knowledge for Ibn
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Sina is not merely acquiring information, but the perfection of the human soul and its ultimate
happiness realized through intellection and conjunction with the higher principles. The study
recommended further research into lbn Sina's concept of “intuition” and its relation to
illuminationism, and conducting in-depth comparisons between his theory and those of his
contemporaries, predecessors, and successors.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Avicenna, Epistemology, Theory of Knowledge, Islamic Philosophy, Active
Intellect, Intuition (Hads), Soul (Nafs), Senses, Abstraction, Conjunction (lttisal).
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