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Abstract: This study aimed to explore potential future trajectories for the Arabistan region (officially Khuzestan
province, Iran), characterized by its Arab-majority population and significant strategic/economic importance, amidst
profound geopolitical shifts in the Middle East and internal challenges facing the region and the Iranian state.
Employing a qualitative foresight methodology, it combined analysis of megatrends and driving forces (e.g., regional
rivalry, Iranian domestic policies, climate change, economic transformations, ethnic identity) with the development
of alternative future scenarios, based on an extensive review of academic literature, think tank reports, and in-depth
media analyses. The study concluded that the region's future oscillates between several potential scenarios: tense
continuity, silent deterioration, partial reform, and severe instability. The future path heavily depends on the complex
interplay between Tehran's central policies, its capacity to address economic/environmental grievances, regional
landscape developments, and internal identity/social mobilization dynamics. Recommendations include adopting
equitable developmental/environmental policies, opening dialogue channels, and urging regional/international actors
to avoid policies that could fuel instability.
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