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Abstract: This research aims to provide a comprehensive critical review of the key
historical and contemporary attempts and studies that have addressed the issue of
simplifying Arabic grammar (Nahw), whether those advocating for its simplification
and facilitation, the renewal of its structure and methodologies, its revival through
modern perspectives, or its reform by purging it of accrued complexities. The research
transcends mere presentation to engage in a meticulous discussion of the intellectual
and methodological foundations of these studies, their objective evaluation to
determine their success or failure in achieving stated objectives, and an elucidation of
their impact on the trajectory of grammatical studies. The research commences by
identifying and analyzing the various terms associated with the calls for simplification,
such as "revival" (ihya’), "reform" (islah), "simplification" (tabsit), "renewal" (tajdid),
and "facilitation" (taysir) itself, illustrating their semantic overlaps and points of
convergence and divergence. It then proceeds to explore the profound motivations and
reasons that spurred these calls, such as learners' aversion to studying grammar, the
rigidity of some rules, their detachment from living linguistic usage, the need to make
grammar more accessible to non-specialists and non-native speakers of Arabic, and an
analysis of the shortcomings of some traditional grammar books, grammarians'
methodologies, and the grammatical material itself. The research subsequently traces
the efforts undertaken by classical scholars in this context, noting their reliance on
composing abridgments (mukhtasarat), versified treatises (manzimat), and
commentaries (shurth), with particular emphasis on the endeavor of Ibn Mada’ al-
Qurtubi, which was deemed an intellectual revolution and a foundational point of
departure that inspired many modern scholars. The research then moves to review the
most prominent endeavors by modern scholars, with analytical discussions of the
contributions of notable figures such as Ibrahim Mustafa, Shawqi Dayf, Tammam
Hassan, and Mahdi al-Makhztimi, examining their views and methodologies
concerning the simplification or renewal of grammar. The research concludes by
presenting a set of practical recommendations and proposals deemed by the researcher
to be capable of effectively contributing to the simplification of Arabic grammar. It also
highlights examples of modern grammar books that have successfully presented
grammatical material in a simplified and uncomplicated manner, without
compromising the fundamental principles and rules of Arabic grammar, whether
through systematic abbreviation, selective use of attestations (shawahid), or the
reorganization of certain grammatical chapters. The research employed a descriptive-
analytical methodology to present and evaluate these diverse efforts.
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Keywords: Arabic Grammar, Grammar Simplification, Grammar Renewal, Grammar
Reform, Grammar Revival, Amil Theory, Grammar Methodologies.
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