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Abstract:This study explores aspects of the life of Imam Abu Nasr Abd al-Sayyid ibn
Muhammad, known as Ibn al-Sabbagh al-Shafi'i (d. 477 AH/1084 CE), a prominent Shafi'i jurist
in Baghdad during the 5th century AH (11th century CE). The research examines his name,
lineage, various titles such as "Sahib al-Shamil" (Author of al-Shamil) and "Faqgih al-Iragq"
(Jurist of Iraq), and his well-known kunya "Ibn al-Sabbagh™ (Son of the Dyer) along with its
origin. It also covers his birth and scholarly upbringing in Baghdad, a vibrant center of learning
at the time, detailing his educational stages within his scholarly family and externally under
leading scholars of his era. The study sheds light on the turbulent political environment of his
time, including conflicts between the Abbasids and Seljuks, and religious disputes between Shi‘a
and Sunnis, as well as between Ash'aris and Ahl al-Sunnah, while highlighting the concurrent
scientific and cultural flourishing during the Seljuk period. Furthermore, the research presents
his most notable teachers and students who achieved significant stature, his esteemed scholarly
position which sometimes led to him being preferred over his contemporary Sheikh Abu Ishaq
al-Shirazi in knowledge of the Shafi'i school, and his major works like "al-Shamil™ and "al-
Kamil." It concludes with an account of his death and the commendations of eminent scholars,
affirming his status as an accomplished jurist and a mujtahid.

Keywords: Ibn al-Sabbagh, Abu Nasr al-Shafi'i, Shafi'i Jurisprudence, Biographies of Jurists,
Baghdad, 5th Century AH, Al-Shamil, Al-Nawawi, Al-Majmu'.
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