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Abstract: This research provides an introduction to Imam Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi (631-676
AH/1233-1277 CE), one of the most prominent figures and editors (Muharrir) of the Shafi'i school
of jurisprudence in the 7th century AH (13th century CE). It details his name, lineage, kunya, his
famous title "Muhyi al-Din" (Reviver of the Religion) — which he disliked out of humility — and
his nisba (al-Nawawi) indicating his origin from Nawa. The study covers his early upbringing,
which showed signs of brilliance and piety, his journey to Damascus seeking knowledge, his
diligence and perseverance, along with mentioning his most notable teachers, students, high
scholarly status, asceticism, and piety. It also reviews his numerous blessed works that benefited
the Muslim Ummah, with a special focus on his encyclopedic book "Al-Majmu’ Sharh al-
Muhadhdhab." The research explains the story behind its composition, its importance as a primary
source in Shafi'i and comparative jurisprudence, his meticulous methodology in presenting issues,
citing evidence, hadith criticism, language, biographies, and comparing schools of thought, and
mentions the scholarly praise for him and his work, despite him not completing it.

Keywords: Al-Nawawi, Al-Majmu’ Sharh al-Muhadhdhab, Shafi'i Figh, Al-Shirazi, Scholars'
Biographies, 7th Century AH, Authorship Methodology, Comparative Jurisprudence.
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