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Abstract: This study examines the transformation of warfare from traditional
state conflicts to fourth-generation wars (4GW), which rely on
dismantling nations through non-military tools such as psychological
warfare, media disinformation, and cyber operations, with a focus on the
Arab region post-9/11 as a pivotal shift redefining enemies and
battlegrounds. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research
analyzes the roles of non-state actors (e.g., Hezbollah, Houthis) in
destabilizing states and how major powers (the U.S. and Iran) exploit
strategies like creative chaos and strategic exhaustion to advance
geopolitical interests. Findings reveal that 4GW reframes conflicts as
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identity-based sectarian clashes, eroding state sovereignty in favor of
militias acting as "states within states.” The study also exposes the
contradiction between Western "counterterrorism” rhetoric and its practices
of fueling chaos, exemplified by the U.S. invasion of Iraq and Iran’s proxy
roles in Syria and Yemen. Recommendations include adopting joint Arab
strategies to enhance digital sovereignty and societal resilience,
developing new international legal frameworks to hold non-state actors
accountable, and redefining national security concepts in the era of hybrid
globalization.

Keywords:Fourth-Generation Wars, Non-State Actors, Creative Chaos,
Hybrid Warfare.
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