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The Scholarly Status of Constantine's Judge and Maliki Mufti, Muhammad al-Makki bin
Saad al-Boutalbi (1799-1865)

Abstract: Many Algerian figures from the 19th century still require in-depth studies to reveal
different aspects of their lives. One of these prominent figures is Sheikh Muhammad al-Makki
bin Saad al-Boutalbi, who left a lasting imprint on the scientific life of Constantine despite
difficult circumstances. Born in 1799 in Constantine, he was educated by notable scholars and
began his work in teaching and leading prayers at the age of sixteen. He held several religious
positions, including Maliki judge and mufti of Constantine, and had a significant influence on the
cultural and scientific life in his city. Sheikh al-Makki was known for his high status in the
scholarly community and established and managed many scientific and religious activities. He
also taught at the Kettania School for many years, mentoring numerous students who later
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became prominent scholars. In addition, he played a key role in the judiciary, holding the
position of Maliki judge at different times under both Ottoman rule and the French colonial
period. With the French occupation, Sheikh al-Makki was one of the figures who showed passive
resistance by maintaining religious and educational roles, supporting the continuity of scholarly
life in the city despite harsh conditions. He passed away in 1865 and was buried near the tombs
of the Salih Bay family in the Kettania School, ensuring his name would be remembered by the
people of Constantine.

Keywords: Muhammad al-Makki bin Saad al-Boutalbi, Constantine's judge, Maliki mufti,
Kettania School, French occupation, Constantine, Maliki jurisprudence, cultural resistance,
education in Algeria.
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