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Two Historians from Constantine in the 19th Century: Muhammad al-Babouri and
Mustafa bin Jalloul
Dr. Fares Kaouane
Setif 2 University

Abstract : This study highlights two prominent figures in Constantine during the 19th
century: Muhammad al-Babouri and Mustafa bin Jalloul, who made significant cultural and
historical contributions despite the scarcity of studies on them. Muhammad al-Babouri, described
as an educated figure, was one of the administrative scribes during the reign of Hajj Ahmad Bey.
He contributed to writing the history of Constantine in a manuscript that holds historical value,
despite criticisms of his style. On the other hand, Mustafa bin Jalloul was a historian and Hanafi
judge from an old scholarly family. He left important marks on local history through his writings,
including a history of Constantine and detailed records on taxes and Ottoman administration.
Although some of their works may have been lost, their contributions remain crucial for
understanding the cultural and administrative history of the city during the Ottoman and French
colonial periods.

Keywords: Muhammad al-Babouri, Mustafa bin Jalloul, Constantine, Ottoman period,
cultural history, French colonization.
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