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The Lamia of Antarah ibn Shaddad: 'The Stay Was Prolonged on the Ruins of the House'
Stylistic Study

Abdullah Al-Faqir

Master's in Arabic Language

Abstract: Stylistics is one of the most important modern critical approaches that analyzes
literary works through the study of their linguistic levels: phonetic, syntactic, and imagistic. It
also highlights their aesthetic and expressive aspects, in addition to revealing the author’s style
and mastery in using language to serve their ideas. This study seeks to analyze the Lamia of
Antarah ibn Shaddad, "The Stay Was Prolonged on the Ruins of the House,” based on the
stylistic approach across the three levels. The study began with the phonetic level, represented in
the external and internal rhythm, the syntactic level, reflected in the sentence types and rhetorical
styles, and the imagistic level, reflected in the artistic images, such as similes and metaphors.
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The study concluded with significant results, the most prominent being that the poet structured
his poem using the al-Kamil meter, which is distinguished by a single recurring rhythm in each
verse, appearing six times. This allowed the poet a broad space to express his diverse emotions.
Additionally, the rhyme was free and unrestricted, reflecting the poet’s psychological state,
fluctuating between pride and self-affirmation on one hand and sorrow due to his disgrace on the
other. The rhyme of the poem, characterized by the letter "lam,” reinforced its lamia nature,
carrying deep emotional and semantic implications. The prevalence of voiced sounds over
whispering sounds reflects the poet’s inner strength, courage, and gallantry, while the explosive
sounds represent his suffering in the loss of freedom and his glorification of his own valor.
Repetition at the level of sounds and words was evident throughout the poem, contributing to its
rhythmic effect, which emphasized the meaning of the text, while the sentences showed no
syntactic repetition. In the poem'’s beginning, the collision of the words "al-Manzil" (the house)
and "al-Harmal" (a thorny plant) in the rhyme created striking internal music that mirrors the
poet’s psychological state. The poet skillfully used various rhetorical techniques and sentence
structures to affirm his linguistic mastery, and also excelled in using artistic images such as
similes and metaphors to clarify meanings and make them vivid in the reader's mind.

Keywords: Antarah ibn Shaddad, Lamia, "The Stay Was Prolonged on the Ruins of the House,"
Stylistic Study.
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